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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Weather  Bureau - Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


REPORT  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 
Week  Ending  Tuesday,  August  6,  1935. 


Issued  jointly  by  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates  and  the  Weather  Bureau. 
Offices:  Fourth  Floor,  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  Montana. 


Much  cooler  weather  during  the  forepart  of  the  week  ending  August  6th,  carried  tempera¬ 
tures  down  to  seasonable  levels.  Toward  the  close  temperatures  rose  moderately  reaching  the  100° 
mark  in  the  eastern  third  of  the  State  on  August  5th,  but  continuing  well  under  this  mark  in  the 
western  half.  Light  showers  occurred  in  both  the  opening  and  closing  days,  but  amounts  were  too 
light  to  be  of  much  benefit  to  dry  land  crops  and  pastures  needing  further  moisture..  Rainfall  was 
also  too  light  to  help  supplies  of  irrigation  water  Avhich  have  been  decreasing  rapidly  in  some  south¬ 
eastern  and  extreme  southwestern  localities.  Crop  conditions  continue  extremely  spotted  and  on  the 
whole  probably  deteriorated  still  further  despite  some  reports  of  impi'ovement. 

Winter  wheat  harvest  is  now  getting  underway  generally  with  a  wide  range  of  yields.  Most 
of  the  early  cuttiru’  has  been  made  with  binders  although  combine  harvests  are  now  starting.  Win¬ 
ter  wheat  yields  in  Blaine  County  are  ranging  from  2  to  30  bushels:  in  Big  Horn  County  from  8  to 
35  bushels;  Chouteau  County  reports  yields  below  normal  but  wheat  of  good  quality.  Moderate 
yields  of  1‘2  to  14  bushels  are  being  harvested  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County,  but  central  and  southwest¬ 
ern  portions  of  Gallatin  County,  where  moisture  conditions  were  favoral)le,  report  yields  as  high  as 
40  bushels.  With  harvest  just  starting  in  Pergus  the  yields  are  still  undetermined. 

Spring  grain  crops  prospects  range  from  failure  to  very  good  depending  upon  locality  and 
moisture.  Extreme  northeastern  Montana  still  reports  fair  to  good  prospects  with  unusually  heavy 
crops  in  the  more  favored  localities.  Over  the  western  half  of  the  State  many  spring  grain  fields 
have  been  cut  for  hay  and  somewhat  more  than  an  average  amount  of  acreage  has  been  abandoned  or 
plowed  under.  Continued  dry  weather  is  forcing  maturity  of  spring  grain  crops  generally,  with  the 
present  prospect  that  these  harvests  will  now  follow  that  of  winter  grains  at  about  normal  dates. 

Haying  operations  have  continued  imdcr  favorable  weather  for  cutting  and  stacking.  Second 
cuttings  of  alfalfa  have  started  in  some  localities  and  the  wild  hay  cuttings  are  now  getting  underway- 
in  southwestern  Montana.  Irrigated  crops  are  well  advanced.  Beets  are  reported  making  excellent 
progress  in  the  northern  areas  and  are  good  in  both  the  western  and  eastern  sections.  Harvesting  of 
cherries  and  the  pea  crop  has  started  in  westeim  Montana  and  peas  are  also  being  harvested  in 
the  Gallatin  Valley. 

While  livestock  is  in  good  condition  over  most  of  the  State  some  bad  spots  have  developed  in 
])asture  and  range  feed  Chouteau  County  livestock  shipments  have  increased  on  account  of  shortage- 
of  pasture  and  water.  Soine  Pondera  livestock  has  been  moved  on  this  account,  while  range  and  feed 
conditions  are  poor  in  parts  of  Glacier,  Valley,  Musselshell  and  Golden  Valley  Counties. 

Grasshoppers  and  crickets  have  continued  to  do  considerable  damage  in  scattered  sections  of 
the  State,  but  material  damage  to  ranges,  grain  crops  and  seed  crops  has  been  mostly  confined  to 
portions  of  counties  in  central,  south-central  and  southeastern  Montana.  A  few  more  reports  of  rust 
have  come  from  the  eastern  border  counties  but  no  material  damage  has  as  yet  been  reported. 


Weekly  Temperature  anu  Precipitation  Data 


Station 

Highest  temperature 

Low'est  temperature 

1  Total  Precipitatioa 

Billings  . 

94 

52 

0.03 

Bozeman  . 

88 

37 

T 

Cut  Bank  . 

85 

41 

0.03 

Glasgow  . 

100 

45 

0.14 

Glendive  . 

100 

51 

0.03 

Great  Falls . 

90 

43 

0.08 

Havre  . 

92 

48 

0.10 

HELENA  . 

92 

46 

0.01 

Kalispell  . 

86 

44 

T 

Lewistown  . 

88 

35 

0.02 

Miles  City  . 

100 

52 

T 

Missoula  . 

92 

42 

0.16 

A.  E.  Osborn,  Weather  Bureau. 

J.  6.  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates, 


August  7 ,  1935. 
Helena,  Montana, 
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The  Following  County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  \iVeek  Ending  August  3,  [935, 
ARE  furnished  THROUGH  THE  COURTESY  OF  DIRECTOR  J.  C,  TaYLOR,  MONTANA  STATE 
EXTENS I  ON  SERV I  CE . 


BEAVERHEAD;  Hot  and  dry,  with  drying  winds;  cool  the  past  days.  Most  of  the 
water  shut  OFF,  RESUL„TING  IN  A  LITTLE  BURNING  OF  GRAINS  AND  PEAS  IN 
!  THE  VALLEY;  HAYING  IN  FULL  SWING  IN  THE  BiG  HOLE.  RaNGE  VERY  DRY  AND  BURNING, 

;  RESULTING  IN  LAMBS  NOT  LOOKING  AS  WELL  AS  WAS  PREDICTED.  In  SOME  SECTIONS,  CON- 
I  SIDERABLE  RANGE  HAS  BEEN  DESTROYED  BY  GRASSHOPPERS  AND  CRICKETS. 

I|  BIG  HORN:  -  No  precipitation  during  the  week,  which  started  unusually  hot  but 
o  ■  closed  COOL,  Harvest  on  in  full  swing  with  reports  of  wide  range  in 

;  yield.  Some  35  bu.  wheat  combined  and  also  some  8  bu.  Second  crop  alfalfa  being 

1:  CUT;  BEETS  MAKING  SPLENDID  PROGRESS  AND  VALLEY  GARDENS  IN  GOOD  SHAPE.  RANGE  IN 
i'  GOOD  SHAPE  AND  CATTLE  IN  TOP  CONDITION.  G  R  A  S  S  H  0  P  P  E  F?  S  DOING  DAMAGE  TO  ALFALFA  SEED 

|j  CROP.  Crickets  depositing  eggs. 

ji  BLAINE;  -  Prevailing  weather  during  the  week  was  cool,  with  light  showers  on 
h  Wednesday.  Growing  conditioiv.':S  very  favorable.  Crop  conditions  ape 

I’  VERY  spotted  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY  WITH  PROSPECTIVE  YIELDS  RANGING  FROM  TV.'O  TO 
I  THIRTY  BUSHELS  PER  ACRE.  HARVESTING  WINTER  WHEAT  STARTED  THIS  PAST  WEEK.  GoOD 
YIELDS  REPORTED.  BeET  CROP  IN  EXCELLENT  CONDITION  AND  MAKING  RAPID  GROWTH.  No 
HAIL  THE  Past  week  REdOF?TED.  GRASSHOPF’ERS  doing  but  very  LITTLE  DAMAGE.  LIVESTOCK 
IN  EXCELLENT  CONDITION  AND  STEAtILY  GAINING.  RaNGE  CONDITIONS  IN  EXCELLENT  SHAPE. 

r  “  V^'EATHEFF  S’!';LL  remaining  hot  AND  DRY.  REPORT  FRl-M  ReD  LODGE  VICINITY 

|,  GIVES  MAXIMUf/l  T.-.MPER  ATURE  85  AND  MINIMUM  TEMPERATURE  54  DE':REES  AND 

PRECIPITATION  C..05  INCH.  MOS’’  OP  THE  FARMERS  ARE  MOW  CU’'-r;N'.-  GRAIN,  GRASSHOPPERS 
i  ARE  GETTING  VERY  BAD  AND  DES.'RoY.NG  QUITE  A  BIT  OE  f.RA  =  N,  ?  RT I  C  U  L.  A  R  L  Y  T'lE  OATS. 

■  i  IN  MANY  PLACES,  THE  SEuOND  CHHTING  OF  ALFALFA  IS  BEING  C  OM  P  L£' PEL  V  OESTRU'-^ED  BY  THE 

GRASSHOPPERS.  MaNY  FsELDS  OF  WHEAT  ARE  NOW  BEING  C  CH'/i  B  !  N  E  D  .  LIVESTOCK  IN  GOOD 

I  CONDITION. 

I  CARTFR-f^A  t-LOR ;  Wo  precipitation.  L'eather  extremely  mot  and  dry  forepart  of  the 
'i  week.  Cooler  the  i.a'-tei;  f  ar'f.  -Upves'ting  getting  into  full  swing, 

li  Most  haying  about  '"ompll'-t.d  ,  w  pi  h  .-'.eauers  M"‘n  d'nders  gutting  gra'm  ansd  a  '^ew  com- 

Ij  BINES  STAK'ED.  I’RACTICALLV  aLl.  0-  C  A  FT  E  R  CuUNTY  GIT..  FI  BE'NG  CUT  FOR  HA''  DUE  TO 
Ij  GRASSHOPPERS.  ABO'JT  0''I£-HALE  OF  A  ■l(.RM;.i  CROP  OF  HA''  AND  ABOUT  UNE-HALF  NORMAL 
ij  CROP  OF  GRAIN  DUE  TO  DROUTH,  G  R  A  S  S  TI 0  p  R  E  R  ^  AND  HA  L,  A  '"ev;  DRY  COWS  BEING  SHIPPED. 

I  All  stock  in  good  shape  mND  LFjING  ex  ,;ELLEN  TL'A,  VF  I  TH  F..IJF  F  I  C  ■  ENT  RANGE  AND  WATER  FOR 
THE  SUMMER  AND  FALL.  GRASSHuPPERS  HaVL  CAUSED  SEVERE  DAMAGE  IN  CARTER  COUNTY  AND 

ii  PARTS  OF  Fallon  Count'A. 

CHOUTEAU:  -  Ho"  and  dry  during  week.  Light  shc'Wers  shopped  harvest  fof;  a  few  hours 
IN  SOME  communities.  V/INTER  WHEAT  HARVEST  IS  WELL  UNDER  WAY,  WITH 
:j  BELOW  NORMAL  YIELDS  BU'i  OF  GEF'ERALLY  GOOD  QUAL’TY  AND  NO  SMUT.  ONLY  FROM  10  TO  20 
PER  CENT  OF  SPR.NG  WHEAT  WILL  BE  H,-R''ESTED  FOR  GRAIN.  C(;RN  CROP  IS  POOR.  GRASS  IS 

■:  POOR.  Water  holes  very  low.  Livestock  losing  weight.  Livestiick  shipping  increas¬ 
ing.  Mormon  crickets  doing  sffme  damage  to  late  spring  cpC'PS  in  two  communities 

SOUTH  OF  THE  RIVER. 

CUSTER- POWDER  RIVER:  Only  a  trace  of  pf  eg  t  p  1  tat  i  un  at  Miles  City.  Light  showers 

■  ■  IN  SOUTHERN  CUSTER  CuUNTX'  AMO  THE  VICINITY  OF  BROADUS  IN 

Powder  River  County.  Temperatuf.e  is  high.  Growing  ccnditions  pour.  Harvesting  in 
progress.  Winter  wheat  varies  all  the  way  from  very  poof,  to  good.  Sprincg  wheat 
WILL  BE  generally  POOR.  Co  N  S  I  L  E  R  A  B  L.E  DRY  LAND  CORN  SHOWING  EFFECTS  OF  HEAT.  ALFAL'^F 
seed  CF'OP  prospects  ARE  7EF;r  POOR,  SUGAR  BEETS  1  f'i  THL  VALLEY  DOING  VERY  WELL  EXCEPT 
IN  PORTION  COVERED  BY  HAIL  S'l'O  RM  TWO  WEEKS  AGO.  SUPPLIES  OF  [RRIGATIUN,  WATER  DECREAS 

j  ING  RAPIDLY.  LIVESTOCK  IN  GENERAL  CONTINUE  IN  GOF)D  SHAPE.  SuME  CATTLE  MEN  PLANKING 
ON  SHIPPING  THE  LATTER  PART  OF  THE  MONTH  AND  SOME  ACTIVITY  IN  LAMB  CONTRACTING. 


DANIELS:  -  Scattered  shcwers.  Some  hot,  drying  days.  Crip  conditidks  very  good 

FOR  COUNTY.  F  EW  FIELDS  BURNT  OUT  AND  HAIL  DAMhGE  IN  SOUTHWESTERN  PART 

OF  COUNTY.  Eastern  half  of  county  has  excellent  crops.  Livestock  in  excellent  con¬ 
dition. 

DAWSON:  -  Abnormal  high  temperatures,  with  hot  winds  the  forepart  of  the  week, 

with  thermumst'er  readings  at  [11  FOR  Sunday.  Cooler  the  latter  part 
of  the  week.  Crops  ripening  fast  in  the  heat.  Livestock  are  suffering  to  some 
extent  from  feat  and  insects.  Grasses  ripening  and  curing.  Feed  supply  ample. 
Scattered  reports  of  grasshopper  damage. 


FERGUS:  -  No  pr  ec  i  p  i  t>»t  i  on  .  Maximum  temperature  98,  minimum  41.  Winter  wheat 

harvest  stafxted  in  practically  all  paf.'Ts  Of  the  county.  Not  far 

ENOUGH  along  AS  Y  ET  TO  UETEKM'NE  RESU'_rS.  SPRING  WHEAT  ON  AN  AVERAGE  IS  VERY  PUOR^ 

Many  fields  will  not  be  harvested.  Livestock  in  good  conditioih  generally.  Some 

CATTLE  WILL  START  MOVING  TO  MARKET  THE  FIRST  OF  THIS  MONTH. 

GALLATIN;  -  Dry,  clear  and  somewhat  windy.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  under  way. 

Canning  “ea  harvest  nlar’ng  cumple'RIon.  Seei-)  pea  harvest  under  way. 
Yields  of  alfalfa  bo-th  first  and  second  cuttings  af.e  apparently  beater  than  in  1934. 
Yields  of  wheat  SHtiwiMc  wide  varia'''|on  ospending  on  LFiCALiTK.  Where  conditions 
WERE  favorable  IN  THE  CENTRAL  AND  SOUTHWEST  PORTIONS,  40  BUSHELS  YIELDS  ARE  NOT  UN¬ 
COMMON.  Irrigated  pastures  holding  out  much  bettef.  than  in  i934. 

GLACIER:  -  Heavy  winds  several  days  of  week,  especially  Sunday.  No  precipitation. 

Hot  AMU  DRY  all  week,  One  of  the  w(jrst  wfNos  for  years  all  day  Sunday, 
doing  damage  to  tender  gaf.den  crops;  broke  heads  off  sc  ke  grain.  Lots  of  drying 
winds  THROUGHO'JT  V'-rK.  GRASSHOPPERS  NUMERC'US  BJ','  DC' I  N  G  SMALL  DAMAGE.  OU'rLOOK  FOR 
GRAIN  yields  still  ■•'ONTINUES  POOFF  TO  FAIR.  YIELDS  WILL  BE  LOWER  THAN  LAST  YEAR. 

Range  and  native  hay  y'elf^s  poorer  than  last  year,  Liv'estgck  in  good  seasc-nal  con¬ 
dition.  A  FEW  loads  going  TO  MARKET  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  SHORT  RANGE. 


GOLDEN  VALLEY  -  MUSSEL.SHCLL :  One-fourth  inch  rainfall;  v/eather  very  warm  with  hot 

WINGS.  GkaSSHOPPERS  HAVE  DAMAGED  WINTER  WHEAT  ABOUT 

50  PER  CENT.  Total  damage  in  spring  wheat.  Mormon  crickets  are  deginn'ng  to  du 

SUME  DAMAGE  !N  BlG  CoULEE  IN  GOLDEN  VALLEY  CoUNTY.  PEOPLE  ARE  HARVESTING  JUST  AS 
fast  AS  THEY  CAN  TO  GET  AHEAD  OF  THE  G  R  A  S  S  H  U  P  P  E  I?  S  AND  CRICKETS.  LIVESTOCK  CONDI¬ 
TIONS  are  good  IN  GENERAL,  WITH  THE  EXCEPTION  UF  A  FEW  LOCAL  PLACES  WHERE  THEY  ARE 
GETTING  SHORT  OF  WATER,  NECESSITATING  MOVING  OF  LIVESTOCK  TO  (THER  PARTS  UF  THE 
COUNTY. 


(Conti nued  on  Page  2.) 
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County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  -  Wlek.  Ending  August  3,  1935. 

HILL:  -  0,(1  INCH  PRECIPITATION  DURING  THE  PAST  V/EEK.  VVeaTHER  CONDITIONS  DURING 

WEEK  HAVE  BEEN  FAVORABLE.  CRuP  CCiNDITIuNS  ARE  ABCUT  THE  SAME  AS  A  WEEK 

AGO.  Harvesting  started  during  past  v^eek.  Considerable  heading  being  done,  but  very 

LITTLE  COMBINING.  The  RECENT  RAINS  HAVE  IMPROVED  RANGE  CONDITIONS  IN  CERTAIN  SEC¬ 
TIONS.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

LAKE:  -  The  weather  has  varied  tfis  week;  cool  for  the  larger  part;  some  wind  on 
TWO  days;  there  were  a  few  showers  but  nc-t  any  appreciable  amount.  The 
wheat  crop  of  hay  is  about  ready  to  cut.  Peas  are  being  harvested  and  are  of  aver¬ 
age  VOLUME.  The  sweet  cherry  crc.p  will  make  the  same  total  as  last  year,  but  the 
yield  per  tree  will  not  be  quite  as  heavy.  Livestock  in  gcjod  condition.  Pastures 
fair.  SwME  lambs  are  going  to  market  at  average  weights. 

LE'/i/lS  &  CLARK:  Very  changeable  weather  during  week,  f:anging  from  50  to  90  degrees; 

CO  NS  I  QiERA  BLE  WIND  AND  VERY  LOW  HUMIDITY.  SnOW  FELL  ON  THE  MCiUNTAINS 
west  of  Augusta  on  Wednesday  night.  Harvest  of  winter  wheat  in  full  swing,  with 
MCOERATE  YIELDS  AROUND  13  TO  14  BUSHELS  PER  ACRE.  STACKING  OF  WILD  HAY  ABOUT  C  0  Mr- 
PLETE.  All  grains  RIPENING  RAPIDLY.  CATTLE  BUYERS  BECC.MING  ACTIVE,  BUT  NC'  SALES 

reported  this  week.  Cattle  are  generally  in  good  conditkjn  and  hardening  up  on  the 

CURED  GRASS.  GRASSHOPPERS  MOVING  AROUND  CONSIDERABLY  AS  RANGES  AND  CROPS  DRY  UP 
I  N  SOME  LOCAL  IT  I ES  . 

MISSOULA:  -  Warm  days;  cogjl  nights;  rain  middle  of  week;  good  growing  weather. 

Grain  harvesting  in  full  progress.  Yields  reported  lo^  .  Haying  in  all 

STAGES  OF  progress,  DEPENDING  ON  KIND  OF  CRl'P  AND  LOCALITY.  SoUR  CHERRY  CROP  NEARLY 
ALL  HARVESTED.  SU&AR  BEETS  AND  POTATOES  MAKING  GOOD  GROWTH.  IrRIG/TION  WATER’  F  R  (M 
small  STREAMS  IS  REDUCED.  RANGES  AND  STOCK  IN  GOOD  CONDITKJN. 

PHILLIPS:  -  Local  showers  have  improved  mi’Isture  conditions.  Hail  late  last  week 
followed  valley  below  Malta  and  damaged  crops  from  10  to  30  pe  r  cent. 

Hot  weather  forepart  of  week;  cooler  latter  part.  Late  crops  doing  well.  Harvest¬ 
ing  grain  in  some  areas.  Grain  cp.up  still  estimated  about  35jo  of  normal.  Livestock 

CONDITION  IMPROVING  WITH  IMPROVEMENT  OF  RAMGF.  FeED  AND  WATER  CONDITIONS  LOOK  GOOB 
GENE  R A  LLY . 

POKDERA:  -  Most  of  the  week  windy  and  warm.  Vi/inter  wheat  approximately  ready  for 
harvest.  Spring  wheat  on  the  'whole  has  improved  considerably  over 
previous  dry  reports  and  FILLING  IN  SPLENDID  SHaPE.  MaUOR  PORTIONS  uF  THE  COUNTY 
WILL  probably  exceed  TOTAL  WHEAT  BUSHELS  PFOBUCLD  IN  1934.  SoME  PORTIONS  OF  THE 
eastern  section  of  THE  COUNTY  NOT  AS  GuOD,  BUT  A  FAIR'  CROP  OF  WHEAT  IS  EXPECTED. 

Oats  and  barley,  especially,  will  produce  a  heavy  tonnage  of  feed  this  year  in  that 
THE  mid-July  rains  came  to  the  fjescue  and  helped  the  f  illing,  Native  pastures 
have  been  going  DO'WN.  hill  steadily  due  to  the  heat  and  lack  of  moisture,  chiefly. 
Swales  and  coulees  coming  back  slightly.  Native  PhStures,  especially  irrigated  var¬ 
iety,  IN  good  shape  considering  a  factor  of  (;V  EK'-GR  AZ  I  N  G  in  MCE  t  cases.  Some  cattle 
moving  out  and  in  some  cases  leases  BEINb  changed. 

PRAIRIE:  -  No  precipitation.  vVeather  fut  and  dry.  Maximum  temperature  111  degrees. 
Hot  dry  weather  and  hot  winds  have  injured  crc-ps,  must  of  them  being 
PUT  up  for  forage.  Some  headings  estimated  at  I  to  3  bushels  per  acre.  Very  little; 
rust  reported.  Grasshoppers  flying  in  and  are  taking  the  ranges  in  nc^pthwest  por¬ 
tion  of  Prairie  County,  livestock  is  in  good  condition.  Range  and  pasture  fair. 

RICHLAND:  -  C^'N si  deradle  wind  and  hail  during  last  part  of  week.  Parts  of  county 
look  comparatively  good,  but  the  western  part  of  the  ccjunty  has  been 
hailed  out  badly.  Second  cutting  op  hay  in  full  swing.  Scme  black  rust  being  re¬ 
ported.  Also  considerable  damage  iseing  done  by  grasshoppers. 

ROOSEVELT:  July  precipitation  3  to  4  inches  in  each  end  of  county  and  5^-  inches  in 

central  district.  Several  showers  during  the  week  with  hail  in  two 
localities.  Vv'eATHER  HOT  DURING  FOREPART  OF  WEEK.  RUS  T  INCREASING.  BINDER  HARVEST 
STARTED.  Many  farmers  cutting  oats  to  prevent  further  damage  by  hoppers.  Hoppers 
DAMAGING  FLAX  MORE  THAN  OTHER  CROPS.  OaTS  AND  BARLEY  CROPS  EXCEPTIONALLY  GOOD. 

CC'RN  and  gardens  FINE.  COMBINE  HARVEST  STARTING  EARLY  NEXT  WEEK. 

ROSEBUD:  -  Weather  hot  days  and  nights  entire  v'eek;  no  rajn.  Vv'imter  wheat  harvest 
still  in  progress.  Yields  are  still  good,  running  from  10  to  40  bush¬ 
els.  Quality  good.  All  irrigated  crops  making  go(id  growth.  Grasshoppers  and  crick¬ 
ets  DOING  DAMAGE.  CONTROL  WORK  STILL  IN  PROGRESS.  ALL  LIVESTOCK  IN  EXCELLENT  SHAPE- 

Grass  good. 

SENDERS:  -  I\!o  precipitation.  Average  maximum  temperature  84,  average  minium  48. 

Pea  harvest  starting,  vyjTH  fair  yields.  Grain  harvest  ablUT  75^o  com¬ 
pleted,  WITH  AVEkAGE  yield  ABOUT  25^o  BELOW  NORMAL.  SECOND  CROP  ALFALFA  UNDER  IRRI¬ 
GATION  MAKING  RAPID  GROWTH  aND  WILL  BE  READY  TO  CUT  WITHIN  10  DAYS.  SFR  INC-  GRAIN 
ON  dry  land  poor  F  Rv  M  LACK  OF  MOISTURE,  AMPLE  SUPPLY  OF  WATER  F(^R  IRRIGATION  PRO¬ 
JECTS.  Livestock  in  gocjd  condition.  Considerable  grass  fat  cattle  going  to  market. 

SHERIDAN:  -  Some  high  temperatures  during  week.  Some  areas  in  county  received  more 
rain.  Crop  coNoiTiiiNs  fair  in  most  areas.  Some  of  the  dryer  areas  had 
HEAVY  rains  which  ARRIVED  TOO  LATE  TO  HELP  THE  EARLY  CROPS,  BUT  WILL  BE  OF  VALUE  TO 
CORN  AND  FEED  CROPS.  CROPS  ARE  HEAVY  ALONG  CANADIAN  uURDER  AND  IN  SOUTHWEST  CORNER, 
BUT  POOR  IN  SOUTHEAST  SECTION  C<  F  COUNTY.  RUST  DAMAGE  UNCERTAIN  BUT  MODERATE.  GRASS¬ 
HOPPERS  WILL  DU  SOME  l.AMAGE  To  FLAX  AND  LATE  CROPS. 


(Conti nueo  on  Page  3. ) 
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County  Sumiviaries  or  Crop  Conditions  -  Week  Ending  August  3,  I93b. 

STILLWATER:  Very  hot  on  Saturday  and  first  part  of  week.  Latter  part  of  week  cool- 
ER.  Hot  wind  on  Saturday  and  hot  days  the  first  of  week  ripening  grain 
very  fast.  Harvest  on  winter  wheat  started  throughout  the  county.  Spring  wheat 
yields  will  be  low  due  to  dry  v/eather  and  grasshopper  damage  with  a  large  percentage 
OF  it  being  cut  for  hay.  Second  crop  of  alfalfa  will  be  light,  with  considerable 
damage  being  done  by  grasshoppers.  In  general,  livestock  ape  in  good  condition 
although  a  number  of  stockmen  and  farmers  are  getting  short  of  grass.  Grasshoppers 
DOING  considerable  DAMAGE  TO  RAN.GE. 

GvVEET  GRASS:  General  growing  conditions  good  in  irrigated  section,.  Badly  damaged 
BY  hoppers  and  dry  v'eather  in  dry  land  section.  Battle  royal  with 
hoppers  in  irrigated  section  to  save  grain,  garden  and  hay  crops.  PaSTUF'ES  in  lower 
FOOT  HILLS  badly  DAMAGED  FROM  DROUTH  ANT  HOPPERS.  FeW  CATTLE  BEING  SHIPPED. 

{  Strong  demand  for  higher  up  pastures.  Putting  c-ut  a  car  of  hopper  bait  daily  in 
'  the  county.  Most  of  hoppers  now  in  the  valleys  and  in  crops. 

TETON:  -  -  High  temferatufe  for  week  was  98  and  low  40  degrees.  Hot  winds  past 

WEEK  have  seriously  CUT  WHEAT  YIELDS.  WINTER  V^'HEAT  IN  COUNTY  BEING 
CUT.  Hoppers  flying  and  doing  considerable  damage.  Livestock  moving  to  market. 

TOOLE:  -  Hot  and  dry  during  the  past  week.  Crc'Ps  that  were  not  burned  out  are 

filling  very  well  due  to  the  rains  of  last  week.  Some  damage  apparent 
FROM  Say's  plant  bug.  Range  has  improved  materially  during  the  past  week. 

VALLEY:  -  The  week  has  been  characterized  by  cooler  weather  with  FREquENT  showers 

THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY  AND  WITH  tJNE  VERY  DESTRUCTIVE  HAIL  STORM  CROSS¬ 
ING  the  county  in  a  NORTHEASTERLY  DIRECTION,  PARTICULARLY  DAMAGING  THE  IFRIGATED 
SECTION  FROM  BeAVERTON  TO  TaMPICO  AND  FROM  THERE  CROSSING  S('M1E  OF  THE  BETTER  DRY 
LAND  CROPS.  The  strip  ranged  from  10  TO  IS  MILES  IN  WIDTH.  CROPS  RANGE  FROM  VERY 
GOOD  TO  COMPLETE  FAILURES  IN  THE  DRY  LAND  SECTli.NS,  DEPENDING  UPON  METHOD  OF  FARMING 
AND  LOCAL  SHOWERS.  CROPS  ARE  ESPECIALLY  GOOD  IN  THE  N  C.  RTH  E  A  S  TE  R  N  PART  OF  THE  CC’UNTY. 

Irrigated  crops  in  good  condition  excepting  fur  haIL  damage.  Most  of  the  beet 
growing  area  is  badly  damaged  by  hail.  The  secc'nd  orc'p  of  hay  is  practically  in  the 
STACK.  Livestock  in  general  is  in  good  conoitU'N,  with  ranges  better  than  usual 
excepting  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  county,  WHEF.'E  grasshopper  damage  is  becoming 
serious. 

WHEATLAND:  -  Hot  and  dry  all  week  with  small  amoumt  of  sain;  some  v/heat  in  the 

COUNTY  is  being  CUT  FOR  HAY  AS  THE  GRASSHOPPER  SITUATION  IS  SO  BAD  IN 

ALL  PARTS. 

WIBAUX:  -  No  precipitation  during  week.  First  of  week  very  hut,  which  will  re- 

duce  yields.  Harvesting  cf  wheat  in  full  swing.  Rust  is  injuring 

CROPS  IN  eastern  PART  OF  C(;UNTY.  RANGES  IN  VERY  G(H)D  CONDITION.  NEARLY  ALL  WOOL 
IN  COUNTY  marketed.  TuP  PRICE  RECEIVED  21^.  LIVESTC'CK  IN  EXCELLENT  SHAPE. 

YELLOWSTONE:  Hot  and  clear  first  part  of  week.  Cooler  latter  part  of  week,  with 
COLD  nights.  No  PFJEC  I  P  l  TATI  on  .  WlHFER  wheat  harvest  in  full  swing 
IN  ALL  districts.  SOME  EARLY  SPRING  WHEAT  ALSO  BEING  HARVESTED.  ALL  GRAIN  RIPENING 
fast.  Beets,  beans  and  other  ci;ops  in  the  valley  in  good  condition.  Livestock  in 

GOOD  condition.  PASTURES  AND  RANGE  FAIR.  EX  PE  CT  TO  WIND  UP  POISONING  CAMPAIGN 

NEXT  WEEK  WHEN  SUPPLY  OF  BAIT  ON  HAND  WILL  BE  EXHAUSTED.  FaRMERS  STILL  USING  BAIT 

EXTENSIVELY  IN  THE  VALLEY  FOR  PROTECTION  OF  ALFALFA,  GRAIN  AND  BEANS.  1n  ADDITION 

TO  DAMAGE  PREVIOUSLY  REPORTED  ON  ALFALFA  AND  GRAIN,  IRRIGATED  FARMERS  ARE  NOW  REPORT¬ 
ING  damage  to  BEANS. 

JUDITH  BASIN:  Practically  no  precipitation  duf.mmg  the  past  week.  Most  of  the  grain 
ripening  very  fast  and  a  lot  of  it  already  harvested.  Temperatures 

HAVE  BEEN  VERY  HIGH  ON  SOME  DAYS  AND  VERY  LOW  ON  OTHERS.  EXTREMELY  HUT  WEATHER  ON 

Saturday  and  Sunday  of  last  week  have  had  a  tendency  to  ripen  the  grain  very  fast. 

All  indications  for  the  crop  coNurriuNs  this  year  are  for  rather  pc'OR  crc  ps  through¬ 
out  THE  COUNTY.  1n  A  FEW  SMALL  COMMUNITIES,  THE  CROP  WILL  BE  SLIGHTLY  BETTER; 

TAKING  THE  COUNTY  AS  A  WHOLE,  THE  AVERAGE  WILL  PROBABLY  UE  ABOUT  THE  SAME  AS  LAST 
YEAR  OR  NOT  AS  MUCH.  SOME  OF  THE  WHEAT  IS  BEING  HAULED  DIRECTLY  TO  THE  ELEVATOR 
AND  SOME  STORED  ON  THE  FARMS.  ThE  FEED  CONDITIONS  WILL  BE  SLIGHTLY  BETTER  T-H  I  S  YEAR 
than  LAST  DUE  TO  THE  EARLY  SPRING  MCfISTURE.  LIVESTOCK  HAVE  NUT  STARTED  GOING  ON  THE 
market  YET  and  ARE  COMING  ALONG  IN  VERY  GOOD  FLESH  AND  THE  RANGE  IS  HOLDING  UP  WELL 

SO  FAR.  Indications  are  that  there  will  still  be  a  shortage  or  range  grasses  for 
WIMTER  feeding. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Weather  Bureau - Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


REPORT  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

Week  Ending  Tuesday,  August  13,  1935. 


Issued  jointly  by  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates  and  the  Weather  Bureau. 

Offices:  Fourth  Floor,  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  Montana. 

While  comparatively  cooler  temperatures  were  recorded  on  the  11th  and  12th,  most  of  the 
week  was  extremely  hot.  Maxima  readings  occurred  on  the  9th  or  13th  in  the  west,  and  on  the  10th 
in  the  east.  Readings  exceeding  100°,  and  hitting  108°  at  Glendive  for  the  week’s  high,  were 
leported  almost  everywhere  in  the  east,  and  nowhere  in  the  west.  Cloudiness  Ava.-<  generally  of  a 
nature  that  permitted  sunshine  to  approach  closely  the  highest  possible  percentage.  It  was  extreme¬ 
ly  dry,  and  similar  to  the  preceding  week  in  that  respect.  The  few  inconsequential  showers  report¬ 
ed  were  those  that  occurred  on  the  10th  in  the  north-central  part  of  tlie  State.  High  winds  increased 
the  drying  and  burning  effects  of  the  extreme  heat  and  bright  sunshine. 

Weather  conditions  were  generally  favorable  for  farm  activities.  Harvesting  got  into  full 
swing,  with  some  heading,  some  combining,  and  some  threshing.  Preparation  of  the  soil  went  for¬ 
ward  and  fall  seeding  was  begun  in  some  areas.  Cutting  of  the  .second  crop  of  alfalfa  and  the  last 
of  the  wild  hay  crop  and  timothy  proceederl  with  no  interruptioji  from  the  weather  other  than  a 
little  hindrance  from  high  winds  in  Glacier  County.  Harvesting  of  the  cherry  crop  was  completed 
in  all  sections  of  the  west  with  the  exception  of  around  blathead  Lake,  where  it  remained  in  full 
swing. 

Ranges  and  late  crops  suffered  from  the  extreme  beat,  high  winds,  and  lack  of  nioisture. 
Conditions  on  drylands,  where  rams  have  been  badly  needed  for  some  time,  continued  to  grow 
worse.  Conditions  on  irrigated  lands  were  mostly  satisfactory  aTid  good  growth  of  all  crops  were  re¬ 
ported  although  continued  lowering  of  the  water  supply  has  become  increasingly  detrimental.  Grass¬ 
hoppers  took  heavy  toll  of  maturing  grain,  while  rust  continued  to  attack  fields  of  wheat  in  the 
northeastern  and  east-central  sections,  which  are  the  only  portioiis  of  the  State  affected.  Rust  came 
too  late  to  hurt  the  winter  wheat  crop,  and  is  not  expected  to  do  material  damage  to  the  spring 
wheat  other  than  locally. 

Weather  conditions  during  the  week  were  favorable  for  ripening  late  grains  under  irrigation 
and  in  those  northwestern  and  northeastern  ])arts  of  the  State  where  the  supply  of  soil  moisture  has 
been  fairly  adequate;  elsewhere,  there  was  considerable  shrivelling  of  kernels.  Winter  wheat  has 
been  mostly  harvested,  and  a  good  start  made  on  the  harvest  of  spring  grains.  Much  spring  grain, 
however,  wdll  not  be  cut  in  central  and  eastern  areas.  Threshing  of  wdieat,  oats,  and  barley,  has 
started  and  shows  a  wdde  variety  of  yields,  and  generally  under  earlier  expectations  because  of  hot, 
dry  weather  prevailing  during  the  tilling  period.  Most  of  the  seed  pea  crop  has  been  harvested  with 
good  results,  although  the  yield  is  below'  last  year’s  in  the  Flathead  district.  Sugar  beets  continue 
good  and  making  excellent  progress.  Potatoes  are  fairly  good,  although  not  setting  many  tubers  in 
the  Flathead  district.  The  alfalfa  seed  crop  is  yielding  w'ell  in  the  west,  but  is  reported  the  poorest 
in  15  years  in  the  southeast.  Corn  was  reported  making  good  grow'th  in  only  a  few  places;  generally, 
it  was  reported  burning  and  showing  a  stunted  growth.  Gardens  dried  to  some  extent.  Forests  and 
prairies  are  presenting  a  more  .serious  fire  hazard  every  day. 

The  condition  of  livestock  remains  good  for  most  of  the  State.  Drought  and  scarcity  of  feed 
continues  to  force  disposal  of  some  in  central  areas,  and  movement  of  others  to  better  grazing 
areas.  Cream  and  milk  production  continues  to  fall  off.  Ranges  are  exceedingly  dry  and  in 
need  of  rain  to  make  fall  and  winter  feed  over  a  good  portion  of  the  State.  Grass  is  cured  and  dusty 
on  all  but  the  higher  ranges.  Grasshoppers  heavily  infest  and  are  damaging  irrigated  pastures  and 
meadows. 


Weekly  Temperature  and  Precipitation  Data 


Station 

Highest  temperature 

Lowest  temperature 

Total  Precipitatio* 

Billings  . 

102 

57 

T 

Bozeman  . 

94 

45 

0.00 

Cut  Bank  . 

92 

43 

0.05 

Glasgow  . 

103 

48 

0.00 

Glendive  . 

108 

51 

0.00 

Great  Falls . 

95 

47 

0.00 

Havre  . 

100 

54 

0.06 

HELENA  . 

94 

51 

0.00 

Kalispell  . 

92 

44 

0.00 

Lewistown  . 

96 

44 

0.00 

Miles  City  . . . 

107 

58 

T 

Missoula  . 

98 

44 

0.00 

W.  E.  Haughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

J.  6.  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimaims. 


August  14,  1935. 
Helena,  Woniena. 


The  Followiing  County  Summaries  or  Crop  Conditions  tor  Week  Ending  August  10,  !,935, 

ARE  Furnished  Through  the  Courtesy  of  Director  J.  C.  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVERHEAD:  Hot  and  dry — badly  in  need  of  rain.  Irrigation  v^aters  low;  crO'Ps  are 

BURNING  FROM  HEAT  AND  DRYING  WINDS  AND  LACK  OF  MOISTURE.  RANGE  EX¬ 
CEEDINGLY  DRY  AND  BURNING;  CONDITION  OF  LAMBS  ONLY  FAIR;  NOT  SO  MANY  FAT  LAMBS  AS 

EXPECTED.  Grasshopper  condition  at  Dell  under  control,  a  fungus  growth  having 

DEVELOPED  ON  THE  GRASSHOPPERS  WHICH  IS  KILLING  THEM, 

BLAINE:  -  Trace  of  p  rec  i  p  I  tati  c'n  Sunday  is  the  only  moisture  this  week.  Much 
warmer  and  considerable  wind.  Growing  cjnditions  only  fair.  No 
material  change  in  crop  conditions  over  previous  week.  Harvesting  getting  a  pretty 
fair  start.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  just  starting.  Blue  joint  haying  starting  in 

THE  EASTERN  PORTION  OF  THE  COUNTY.  BeET  CROP  IN  EXCELLENT  CONDITION.  SOME  GRASS¬ 
HOPPER  damage  in  SOUTHERN  PART  OF  COUNTY.  LIVESTOCK  IN  EXCELLENT  CONDITION.  RaNGE 
BECOMING  somewhat  SPOTTED, 

CARBON:  -  Weather  very  hot  and  dry  this  week.  Maximum  temperature  70  and  minimum 
temperature  49  degrees.  fjo  PR  EC  I  P  IT  AT  1  JN  .  HOPPERS  ARE  VERY  ACTIVE, 
Grain  harvest  in  full  swing  with  very  light  yields  on  dry  land.  Second  cutting  or 
HAY  is  being  taken  CARE  OF.  QUITE  A  BIT  OF  LIVESTOCK  IS  BEING  SHIPPED.  GRASSHOPPERS 
ARE  DOING  SOME  DAMAGE  TO  RANGE. 

CASCADE:  -  Hot,  dry  weather  v/ith  no  precipitation.  Winter  vi/heat  harvesting  Is 

ABOUT  85  PER  CENT  COMPLETE  WITH  FAIR  YIELDS  REPORTED.  HOT,  DRY  WINDS 
Have  practically  eliminated  all  spring  wheat  except  in  the  irrigated  sections. 
Alfalfa,  seed  peas,  sugar  beets  and  potatoes  in  the  ifrigated  districts  are  better 
than  average,  with  good  prospects  (t  a  crop.  Grasshoppers  are  doing  some  damage 
AND  the  numbers  OF  CRICKETS  INDICATE  PROBABLE  TROUBLE  AGAIN  NEXT  YEAR.  GREEN  BUGS 
ARE  PLENTIFUL,  BUT  BECAUSE  OF  SPRING  GRAIN  BEING  ELIMINATED  BY  DROUTH,  ARE  NUT  DO¬ 
ING  ANY  GREAT  AMOUNT  OF  DAMAGE.  RANGES  ARE  DRYING  UP  VERY  tAPlDLY  AND  G'UITE  A  FEW 
CATTLE  ARE  BEING  SHIPPED  BECAUSE  OF  THE  POOR  FEED  PROSPECTS  IN  DRYLAND  SECTIONS. 

Both  cattle  and  sheep  are  still  in  f  a  i  I'  condition  and  can  be  shipped  satisfactorily. 

CHOUTEAU:  -  Hot  and  dry  all  week  with  no  moisture.  Winter  wheat  harvest  nearing 
completion;  spring  grain  harvest  started  This  week. 

CUSTER-POWDER  RIVER:  Temperatures  high  with  almost  daily  winds.  No  precipitation. 

Wheat  that  is  making  any  crop  is  being  harvested,  but  crops 

VERY  SPOTTED.  SuME  WINTER  WHEAT  GOING  20  BUSHELS  BUT  SPRING  WHEAT  NOT  IN  EXCESS  OF 
7  OR  8  BUSHELS,  AND  MUCN  NOT  WORTH  CUTTING.  ALFALFA  SEED  PROSPECTS  POOREST  IN  PAST 
FIFTEEN  YEARS.  HOPPERS  DOING  DAMAGE  TO  BOTH  CROPS  AND  F.'ANGE.  CATTLE  STILL  HOLDING 
OWN  ON  condition.  LAM BS  STILL  DOING  WELL.  LAMBS  CONTRACTING  ACTIVE  AT  6^, 

No  CATTLE  SHIPPED  YET. 

DANIELS:  -  Precipitation  approximately  .05  inch.  Grasshoppers,  saw  flies  and  rust 

FAST  DECREASING  YIELD  PROSPECTS.  QUITE  A  LOT  OF  GRAIN  IN  THE  SHoCK, 

Combining  wh  ll  be  in  full  swing  in  10  days.  County  average  may  be  8  bushels.  Live¬ 
stock  IN  FINE  CONDJTl-ON - FEW  BEING  MARKETED. 

DAWSON:  -  Weather  hoT,  with  quiTE  a  lot  of  wind  and  no  precipitation.  Harvesting 

GETTING  INTO  PROGRESS  QUITE  GENERALLY  WITH  YIELDS  NuT  AS  GOOD  AS  WAS 
ANTiie  I  RATED .  SOME  REPORTS  OF  RUST  IN  ISULATED  SPOTS.  CORN  REPORTED  BURNING  QUITE 

badly.  Livestock  suffering  to  some  extent  with  h^at  and  insects,  but  seem  to  be 

HOLDING  THEIR  OWN  FAIRLY  WELL, 

FALLON-CARTER :  Hot  and  dry  the  past  week.  Haf-'vest  in  full  swi  ng.  Farmers  speeding 
WORK  as  much  as  possible  as  GRASSHOPPERS  ARE  DOING  SO  MUCH  DAMAGE 
IN  BOTH  Fallen  and  Carter  tu  grain  and  also  to  alfalfa  fields.  Grasshoppers  have 

ALREADY  CAUSED  A  GREAT  DEAL  OF  DAMAGE  AND  ARE  STILL  VERY  BAD  IN  SUME  LOCALITIES. 

FERGUS:  -  Precipitation  0,02  inch.  Maximum  temperature  88  minimum  35  degrees. 

Harvesting  is  fairly  well  under  way  in  all  parts  of  the  county.  Few 

CARLOADS  OF  LIVESTOCK  HAVE  STARTED  FOP  MARKET. 

FLATHEAD:  -  No  RAIN  past  week — ground  getting  quite  dry.  Growing  conditions  fair. 

Pea  harvest  well  aH'Ng  ;  some  threshing  of  peas  stu-ws  not  as  high  a 
yield  as  expected.  Winter  wheat  being  cut.  Potatcies  in  good  shape.  Some  livestock 
BEING  shipped.  FeW  LAMBS  SOLD.  CREAM  PRODUCTION  DROPPING.  PASTURES  IN  FAIR  SHAPE. 

GALLATIN:  -  No  prec  i  pi  TmTI  liN.  Wheat  harvest  coNTiNut.s  in  full  swing  with  yields 

VARYING  FROM  QUITE  LOW  IN  THE  AREAS  THAT  WERE  RECENTLY  HAILED  AND  WHERE 
WHEAT  WAS  BURNED,  TO  VERY  GOOD  IN  SECTIONS  OF  MORE  FAVORABLE  GF.'OWING  CONDITIONS, 

Spring  wheat  ripening  fast.  Final  soil  preparation  fop  fall  seeding,  and  a  few 

STARTED  the  ACTUAL  SEEDING.  PEA  HARVEST  AND  SECOND  CUTTING  ALFALFA  UNDER  WAY.  R  AN  G  t 
LIVESTOCK  IN  GOOD  SHAPE  EVEN  IN  AREAS  WHERE  PASTURE  IS  ORDINARILY  NOT  TOO  GOOD. 

GLACIER:  -  No  precipitation.  V/INdy  about  halt  the  week.  Hut  an.o  dry.  Grain  aeon. 

the  Canadian  border  will  make  normal  yield.  South  of  border  crops  are 
POOR.  Grasshoppers  being  poisoned  cn  a  few  fap;ms.  Crickets  spreading  over  wide 
AREA  but  doing  SLIGHT  DAMAGE.  RANGE  GfJASS  GENERALLY  CURED,  The  HEaVY  EARLY  GROWTH 
AND  SUBSEQUENT  DRY  WEATHER  HAS  MADE  RANGE  LIABLE  TO  FIRE  HAZARD  ALTHO  THERE  HAS  BEEN 
NU  SERIOUS  PRAIRIE  F|RE  TO  DATE.  Fo.-^  EST  flRE  IN  FOOTHILLS  OF  ROCKlES  NEAR  CANADIAN 
BORDER  BURNED  18  SQUARE  MILES,  OF  WHICH  CONSIDERABLE  V/AS  SUMMER  RANGE.  SEVERAL  SHEEt 
HAD  TO  BE  MOVED  TO  ESCAPE  THE  FIRE.  Vi/ 1  N  DY  WEATHER  OF  PAST  TWO  WEEKS  HAS  HINDERED 
HAYING  OPERATIONS.  LIVESTOCK  ALL  IN  GOOD  CC'NDITION.  S<'ME  FJANGE  SHORT  ON  ACCOUNT 
OF  OVER-GRAZING  IN  PREVIOUS  YEARS.  WaTER  SITUATION  NORMAL.  LaMBS  REPORTED  CUNTRAC- 
TED  AT  HERE. 

GOLDEN  V AlLEY-MUSSELSHELL ;  No  rain  this  week;  hot  days  and  cool  nights.  Crop  condi- 

TIONS  steadily  growing  V/ORSE  WITH  HOT  WEATHER  AND  GRASS¬ 
HOPPERS  EATING  EVERYTHING  IN  SIGHT.  RANCHERS  ARE  REPOPJTING  SHyRTAGE  OF  FEED  IN  SOMiE 
LOCALITIES  AND  SHORTAGE  OF  WATER  IN  OTHERS.  HOPPERS  HAVE  DAMAGED  GRASS  IN  MANY 
LOCALITIES  AND  SHORTAGE  CF  FEED  IS  A  CERTAINTY. 

HILL:  -  A  TRACE  OF  precipitation  for  the  PAST  WEEK.  HARVEST  IS  IN  FULL  SWING. 

Considerable  oats  and  barley  cut,  V/intef;  wheat  is  combined  and  combininc 
of  spring  wW'.eat  well  under  way.  Melds  running  f  f;om  6  to  8  bushels.  VyHEAT  of  good 
quality  in  test  weight.  Ranges  in  faip  condition.  Livestock  in  good  condition., 

( Cunt  I NUEB  on  Page  2 . ) 
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LAKE:  -  No  rain  this  v/eek.  V/eather  very  hot  and  crops  in  general  have  suffered 

FROM  LACK  OF  MOISTURE.  SWE.ET  CHERRY  HARVEST  COMPLETED.  Fa  LL  V/HEAT  IS 
BEING  THRESHED  AND  YIELDS  ARE  ABOUT  60/i  OF  NORMAL.  SPRING  V»'HEAT  IS  ABOUT  READY  FOR 
HARVEST  AND  APPEARS  TO  BE  SHORT  STRAV/ED  AND  TO  MAKE  A  LOW  YIELD.  PEAS  ARE  YIELDING 

HIGH.  Beets  making  fair  grov>th.  Pastures  drying  up.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

LEi/i/IS  &  CLARK:  Weather  hot  and  extremely  dry  during  the  v^eek.  Several  windy  days. 

Harvesting  of  winter  wheat  more  than  half  completed,  and  spring 
wheat  harvest  has  started.  Yields  are  below  expectation  because  weather  conditions 

WERE  EXTREMELY  DRY  WHILE  GRAIN  WAS  FILLING.  PREPARATIONS  BEING  MADE  TO  SHIP  CATTLE 
AND  BUYERS  ARE  QUITE  ACTIVE.  PRACTICALLY  ALL  GRASS  EXCEPT  ON  THE  HIGHEST  RANGES 
HAS  either  dried  UP  ENTIRELY  OP  CURED.  CURED  GRASS  FOR  WINTER  FEEDING  WILL  BE 
ADEQUATE  IN  THE  NORTHERN  PART  OF  COUNTY  BUT  VERY  SHORT  IN  SOUTHERN  PART.  LATE  DAM¬ 
AGE  FROM  GRASSHOPPERS  MOVING  IN  HAS  BEEN  REPORTED  FR'OM  SEVERAL  SECTIONS  OF  THE 
COUNTY.  Mormon  crickets  reported  in  small  numbers  from  several  localities  where 
THEY  have  not  BEEN  SEEN  BEFORE. 


MISSOULA:  -  Warm  days;  cool  nights;  no  rain;  excellent  harvest  weather.  Harvesting 
OF  winter  and  spring  grain  in  full  progress.  Haying  practically  com¬ 
pleted.  Some  haying  still  in  progress  on  second  crop  Alfalfa  and  late  timothy 
OR  WILD  hay.  Cherry  crop  practically  harvested.  Potatoes  and  sugar  beets  making 
GOOD  growth.  Irrigation  water  getting  low  in  all  streams  except  Missoula  River, 
Ranges  drying  up  but  livestock  still  in  good  condition. 


PARK:  - 


hoppers . 

Liv  E  STOCK 


No  precipitation.  Hot  dry  winds  prevailed  all  week.  In  some  parts  of 
COUNTY  farmers  ARE  HAVING  TO  CUT  THEIR  GRAIN  TO  SAVE  IT  FROM  GFASS- 
WHERE  THERE  IS  NO  IRRIGATION  WATER  AVAILABLE,  CROPS  ARE  BURNING  BADLY. 

I N  GOOD  CONDI T1 ON . 


PHILLIPS:  -  No  rain  this  week.  Continued  hot  weather  with  cool  nights.  Growing 

conditions  good  in  valley  and  other  areas  where  MOISTURE  IS  sufficient. 
Harvesting  in  full  swing.  Quality  of  grain  harvested  fairly  good;  yields  reported 
RANGE  FROM  5  TO  20  BUSHELS.  ALL  CROPS  UNDER  IRRIGATION  LOUK  GOOD.  LIVESTOCK  CONDI¬ 
TION  CONTINUES  TO  IMF^ROVE.  FeED  PROSPECTS  SATISFACTORY  EXCEPT  IN  PORTIONS  OF  SOUTH 
END,  where  hail,  DROUTH  AND  GRASSHOPPERS  HAVE  CAUSED  SEVERE  DAMAGE. 


PONDERA:  -  WeatheR  hot  and  windy;  more  so  latter  part  of  week.  Wheat  continues 

TO  FILL  SLOWLY  uN  ALL  GOOD  SUMMER  FALLC’WED  GROUND  AND  OF  COURSE  MORE 

SO  UN  IF.RIiGaTED  land.  Some  stubbled-in  wheat  is  ripening  rapidly  and  will  carry 

SHRIVELED  KERNELS  UNDOUBTEDLY.  FtED  CROPS  SUCH  AS  OATS  AND  BARLEY  ON  DRY  LANDS  ARE 
SUFFERING,  ESPECIALLY  ON  STUBBLED-IN  ACREAGE;  OTHERWISE  COMING  ALONG  IN  GOOD  CONDI¬ 
TION.  Pastures  becoming  shorter  due  to  grasshopper’s  in  isolated  areas.  Grass  is 

BRITTLE  AND  DUSTY  AND  MAY  HAVE  SOME  RESULTANT  EFFECT  UPON  DIGESTIVE  TROUBLES. 

Shipment  of  livestock  has  been  stopped  during  week. 


PRAIRIE;  -  Weather  hot  and  dry.  Growing  conditions  have  been  very  poor  for  corn 

and  POTATOES,  WHICH  HAVE  SUFFERED  DUE  TO  THE  HEAT  AND  THE  LACK  OF  MO  I  S 
TURE  AND  the  GRASSHOPPER  DAMAGE.  HARVESTING  UNDER  WAY.  MaNY  CROPS  BEING  HARVESTED 

FOR  HAY.  Livestock  is  in  go(jd  condition  but  is  at  a  standstill  now,  but  the  flies 
AND  heat  bothering  THEM. 

RICHLAND:  -  No  precipitation.  Most  grain  crC'PS  cut  and  shocked  on  valley  farms. 

Harvesting  in  full  swing  on  dry  land  with  some  heading,  some  threshing 
AND  some  combining.  SOME  FAIR  YIELDS  BEING  REPORTED.  RaNGE  DRYING  TO  CERTAIN  EX¬ 
TENT  ALTHO  LIVESTOCK  IN  GOOD  CONDITION.  GR  A  S  S  H  0  P  PE  RS  A  ND  BLACK  RUST  BEING.  REPORTED. 


ROOSEVELT:-  Extremely  hot,  dry  weather  this  week  has  done  damage  to  wheat  and  corn. 
All  wheat  crops  ripe  and  combined  wheat  is  yielding  from  6  to  20 

BUSHELS  PER  ACRE.  CORN  IN  SOME  SECTIONS  OF  THE  COUNTY  IS  DRYING  UP.  RUST  HAS 
PROVEN  TO  SERIOUSLY  DAMAGE  THE  LATE  WHEAT  CRuPS  AS  INDICATED  BY  HARVEST.  LIVESTOCK 
IN  GOOD  CONDITION. 

ROSEBUD:  -  No  rain;  hot  days;  cool  nights.  'Winter  wheat  harvest  nearly  completed. 

AVERAGE  YIELD  WILL  BE  CLOSE  TO  22  BUSHELS.  SPRING  WHEAT  HARVEST  IN 
FULL  SWING,  with  YIELDS  RUNNING  FROM  4  TO  10  BUSHELS  IN  DISTRICTS  WHERE  IT  IS  BEING 
CUT.  North  half  of  county  very  little  grain  will  be  cut.  Irrigated  crops  in  good 
SHAPE.  Hay  in  one  area  light  on  account  of  hoppers.  Alfalfa  seed  crop  wull  be 
LIGHT.  All  livestock  in  good  shape.  Grass  and  water  holding  good.  Winter  feed  in 

NORTH  HALF  OF  COUNTY  MAY  BE  PROBLEM. 

SANDERS;  -  No  precipitation;  clear,  cool  and  very  dry.  Grain  harvest  80^o  complete! 

No  THRESHING  TO  DATE.  SECOND  CUTTING  HAY  To  START  IN  A  FEW  DAYS.  VeRY 
little  SECOND  CUTTING  UN  DRY  LAND  FROM  EXTREME  DRY  CONDITION.  SEED  PEA  HARVEST  IN 
FULL  SWING,  WITH  REDUCED  YIELDS  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  EXTF?EME  HUT  WEATHER.  ALFALFA  AND  CLOVI 
SEED  CROP  IN  FINE  CONDITION  WITH  PROSPECTS  FOR  HIGH  YIELDS.  LIVESTOCK  IN  GOOD  CONDI¬ 
TION.  Heavy  shipments  of  fat  lambs  going  to  Chicago  market.  Marketing  grass  fat 
CATTLE  CONTINUES.  STRONG  DEMAND  FOR  FEEDER  CATTLE. 

SHERIDAN:  -  Small  amount  of  precipitation  in  /,ugust.  Some  hot  w  i  Ka  s  .  Good  ripeninc 
weather.  Harvesting  of  wheat  general;  lmRGe  amount  of  feed  crops  cut. 
Hail  damage  considerable  in  area  southwest  of  Plentywo(.d,  where  cR(  ps  v/ere  best. 
Report  of  7  ou,  wheat  per  acre  in  Homestead  area,  where  pains  came  late,  other  area; 
yields  will  be  higher.  Livestock  in  excellent  cunditicin.  Grasshoppers,  gophers, 

AND  WIND  Have  caused  sume  lodging  and  damagl  to  nearly  ripe  grain. 

STILLWATER;-  Weather  conditions  very  warm  for  the  entire  week  with  no  precipitation. 
Harvest  in  full  swing  with  wide  Variety  of  yields.  Best  summer  fallow 
winter  wheat  in  more  favored  sections  reported  at  2b  bushels.  In  other  sections, 
yields  are  from  a  few  bushels  to  the  acre  to  |b  bushels.  Grasshoppers  still  doing 
a  lot  of  damage  in  irrigated  sections  and  on  Range.  Livestock  in  fair  condition, 
with  some  being  sold.  The  damage  by  grasshoppers  has  destroyed  large  acreage  of 
range,  and  with  light  crop  of  hay,  the  feed  situation  for  the  coming  winter  doesn’t 
LOOK  TOO  bright. 


(Conti nued  on  Page  3, ) 
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SWEET  GRASS:  f\io  precipitation.  General  grovhng  conditions  ape  good  only  in  irriga-' 

TED  section,  and  THERE  ONLY  V/HERE  THEY  GAN  CONTROL  THE  HOPPERS.  CONDI 
TION  OF  WiiNTER  WHEAT,  OF  WHICH  WE  HAVE  A  VERY, SMALL  PERCENTAGE,  IS  ESTIMATED  FROM 
15  TO  20  BUSHELS  PER  ACRE.  PROBABLY  ABOUT  50^o  OF  THE  EARLY  SPRING  V/HEAT  V/  1  LL  BE 
SAVED,  WITH  ONLY  SMALL  YIELDS.  LaTE  SPRING  GRAIN  EITHER  CUT  FOR  HAY  OR  DESTROYED 
BY  DROUTH  AND  HOPPERS.  ALL  IRRIGATED  GRAHNS  BADLY  DAMAGED  BY  HOPPER.  LIVESTOCK 
starting  TO  market  because  THE  LOWER  RANGES  ARE  TAKEN  BY  HOPPERS.  PRACTICALLY  ALL 
LAMBS  OF  SMALL  FLOCKS  HAVE  BEEN  SOLD  AT  F  F;  OM  5^  TO  6^;  LARGER  FLOCKS  ON  RESERVES 
STARTING  AT  5^^,  SEPTEMBER  DELIVERY.  SOME  MIXED  BUNCHES  OF  YOUNG  CATTLE  SOLD  AT  fejzf  . 

There  will  be  a  great  reduction  of  livestock  in  county  on  account  of  feed  situation. 
Mormon  crickets  spreading  to  all  parts  of  county.  Grasshoppers  have  cleaned  the 
ranges;  now  RSqUIRlNG  A  real  fight  to  save  the  crops. 

TETON:  -  High  temperature  for  week  93,  and  low  39  degrees.  Very  hot  and  dry 

WINDS  all  week.  'Winter  v.h  eat  being  harvested.  Some  spring  ww  eat  har? 
vesting  is  just  starting.  Grasshoppers  still  doing  cons  i  uef’able  damage,  especially 
to  oats  and  barley.  Livestock  moving  to  market. 

TOOLE:  -  Weather  hot  and  dry.  Crops  are  spotted  in  county.  Some  damage  being 

DONE  BY  Say's  plant  bug.  Range  conditions  are  improved.  Rains  of 

three  weeks  ago  helped  materially. 

VALLEY:  -  The  week  has  been  characterized  by  warm  weather  with  no  showers.  Gener 
growing  C0ND|T10N,S  are  poor  in  most  parts,  due  to  lack  of  moisture. 

Crop  conditions  range  from,  very  good  to  complete  failures,  depending  upon  method  of 
farming  and  local  showers,  Irimgated  crops  in  general  in  good  condition  excepting 
those  hit  by  hail.  Second  cf^op  of  hay  is  mostly  in  stack.  Harvesting  is  beginning 
IN  eastern  part  of  county.  Livestock  in  general  in  good  condition  but  ranges  begin¬ 
ning  TO  suffer  from  lack  of  moisture,  and  grasshopper  damage  is  continuing  to  be 
SERIUUS  IN  southwestern  PART  OF  COUNTY. 

WIBAUX:  -  Extremely  hot  weather  during  week.  Slight  pf.'ec  i  p  i  tati  o  n  in  farts  of 

COUNTY.  CRuP  YIELBS  SMALLER  THAN  EXPECTED  DUE  TO  RUST  AND  ALSO  HOT 

weather.  Crop  loss  from  rust  will  far  exceed  estimates.  Weather  GOtJO  for  corn 

ALTHO  RAIN  would  BE  BENEFICIAL,  SoME  RLP(JRTS  OF  DAMAGE  FROM  GRASSHOPPERS,  RANGES 
STILL  IN  GOOD  CONDITION, 

YLLLOWSTUME:  Hot  and  dry  wehTher;  no  rain.  V-/heat  harvest  completed.  Yields  v^inter 
j  wheat  exceptionally  good  on  south  benches,  running  from  10  TO  35  bush¬ 

els.  *N  NON- 1 RRP gated  D I S TR 1 C TS  N o RTH  OF  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER,  YIELDS  CONSIDERABLY 
REDUCED,  DUE  TO  DRoUTH  AND  HOPPERS.  1N  IRRIGATED  VALLEYS,  HARVESTING  PRACTICALLY 
FINISHED,  WITH  THRESHING  JUST  NICELY  STARTED;  ALSO  STARTING  To  CUT  SECOND  CRl^P  ALPAL 

FA.  Livestock  in  good  condition,.  Ranges  and  pastures  fair.  Hopper  poisoning  cam¬ 
paign  practically  FINISHED.  'WITH  REG/.RD  TO  DAMAGE  DONE  BY  HOPPERS,  F',ARMERS  REPORT 
IN  NORTH  half  THAT  YIELDS  OF  WINTER  WHEAT  HAVE  BEEN  REDUCED  ABOUT  30^o,  WITH  SPRING 
WHEAT,  OATS  AND  BARLEY  CF<OPS  LARGELY  A  FAILURE.  DROUTH  CAUSING  AS  MUCH  OR  MURE  DAM¬ 
AGE  than  HOPPERS.  In  the  valley,  the  must  damage  HAS  BEEN  DONE  To  ALFALFA.  SeCONS 
CROP  WILL  BE  NOT  M,UCH  MORE  THAN  HALF  A  CROP,  OaTS  IN  MOST  CASES  WAS  THE  GRAI  N  CROP 

MOST  damaged.  Wheat  was  slightly  damaged  in  a  few  districts. 

BIG  HORN:  -  Weather  has  been  hot  and  dry  during  the  week  with  cool  comfortable 

nights.  No  precipitation..  Harvest  well  advanced,  with  fair  to  good 
yields  reported.  Beets  making  splendid  progress  and  second  hay  crop  being  put  up. 
Grass  on  range  ripening  and  reseeding.  Livestock  in  good  condition  and  a  smaller 

NUMBEff  TO  BE  SHIPPED  TO  MARKET  THAN  USUAL.  NUMBER  OF  Ht- GS  BELOW  NORMAL  AND  CORN 
ACREAGE  SOMEWHAT  LARGER. 


HeL  ENA  ,  MoNTA  NA  . 
August  13,  1935. 
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